
 

Meeting Minutes 
Organization Registration and Certification 
Subcommittee (ORCS) 
 
March 15, 2017 | 9:00 a.m.–Noon Eastern  
 
NERC Headquarters 
3353 Peachtree Rd. NE 
Suite 600, North Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30326 
 
Introductions and Chair’s Remarks 
 
NERC Antitrust Compliance Guidelines and Public Announcement 
Ryan Stewart read the NERC Antitrust Compliance Guidelines and Public Announcement.  
 
Agenda 

1. Subcommittee Business – Keith Comeaux 

2. Risk Based Registration (RBR) Load-Serving Entity (LSE) Compliance Filing (FERC Docket No. RR15-
4) – NERC staff 

Ryan Stewart gave a quick update on the RBR filing relating to a FERC directive requiring NERC to 
provide information surrounding the removal of the LSE function in the NERC Compliance Registry. 
There were no questions or concerns.  

3. NERC Rules of Procedure (ROP) changes to improve the Jointly Registered Organization (JRO) and 
Coordinated Functional Registration (CFR) process and Certification Reviews – Christina Bigelow 

Christina Bigelow reviewed proposed ROP changes drafted by the ORCS. She went through a Word 
document outlining proposed registration and certification and the referenced sections in the ROP.  

With regard to certification, the group discussed the need for clarity in certification reviews, 
including ownership changes, and different scenarios of when a review is necessary. As we are 
implementing risk-based registration, it was suggested that a risk-based approach could be 
implemented for certification reviews, and how a decision could be justified.  

An action item captured by the ORCS was for the Organization Registration and Certification Group 
(ORCG), consisting of NERC and the Regional Entities, to review the proposed revisions and provide 
feedback for future ORCS/ORCG discussions.  

C. Bigelow closed this agenda item with a summary of what was discussed. 
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4. Suggested changes to the MISO JRO/CFR process – Terry Bilke 

Terry Bilke gave an overview of two MISO CFRs (Balancing Authority and Transmission Operator).  

R. Stewart updated the ORCS that all of the legacy JRO Type 2’s (now CFRs) have had their JRO IDs 
migrated to CFR IDs to more accurately reflect the registration arrangement. 

5. ERO Organization Registration Certification Group (ORCG) Update – Tony Jablonski 

Tony Jablonski, ORCG co-chair, gave a brief update of ORCG activities, many of which were included 
in the NERC staff update. He mentioned routine ORCG conference calls to continue discussion on 
various items.  

6. NERC staff update – Ryan Stewart 

R. Stewart gave a NERC staff update on registration initiatives it is working on. He opened with 
showing a work plan on several items, including developing more robust NERC-led Review Panel 
procedures, proposed ROP changes, NERC web site review, CFR/JRO research for process 
improvements, and the ERO Enterprise Systems Initiative. It was encouraged that each work plan 
item have an ORCS liaison to partner with a NERC and Regional Entity lead on achieving certain 
milestones.   

He noted that the first NERC-led Review Panel decision was made on March 14, 2017. He and Steve 
Masse gave examples of possible ROP changes to streamline the process, address confidentiality 
concerns, and describe communications and document management protocol. It is expected that 
the decision will be publicly posted within two weeks. R. Stewart stated that the Panel is working 
hard to make decisions and entities submitting Panel requests have been very cooperative in 
implementing the new Panel process.  

Two questions were asked regarding NERC-led Review Panels; 1) what is the priority of modifying 
the ROP to address NERC-led Review Panel, and 2) does NERC envision including the ORCS on 
developing those ROP changes? R. Stewart responded that the priority is high based on the current 
and expected future workload and that the ORCS will be partners in developing modifications to the 
ROP and providing industry outreach on proposed changes.  

Carter Edge provided a brief overview on certification initiatives and also noted that each 
certification work plan item should have an ORCS liaison similar to registration work plan items. 

7. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 12:03 p.m. Eastern.  
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